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Luna Dance Institute Receives National Endowment for the Arts Grant  
Grant provides support to Summer Institute 2014, seven days of partnership between dance teaching 
artists and classroom teacher/practitioners to create, expand or improve dance education programs.  

 
Berkeley, Ca— National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) Acting Chairman Joan Shigekawa announced 
on April 16, 2014 that Luna Dance Institute is one of 886 nonprofit organizations nationwide to 
receive an NEA Art Works grant. LUNA DANCE INSTITUTE (LDI) is recommended for a $20,000 
grant to support SUMMER INSTITUTE 2014.  
 
Luna’s Summer Institutes bring dance teaching artists together with classroom teachers and other 
practitioners to deepen their understanding of standards-based dance and co-develop strategies for 
integrating dance into other core curricula. Participants are selected from a competitive application 
process. Over 7 days they will explore national and state dance standards, human development from 
ages 0-24, learning theories including universal design for learning guidelines, the elements of dance 
from both D’Houbler and Laban perspectives and practice creating standards-based dance lessons 
and teaching them to peers. This 14th Summer Institute will be held July 18-25. 
 
NEA Acting Chairman Shigekawa said, "The NEA is pleased to announce that Luna Dance Institute is 
recommended for an NEA Art Works grant. These NEA-supported projects will not only have a 
positive impact on local economies, but will also provide opportunities for people of all ages to 
participate in the arts, help our communities to become more vibrant, and support our nation's artists 
as they contribute to our cultural landscape." 
 
LDI’s Director of Teaching and Learning Patricia Reedy responded, “Luna's Summer Institutes have 
been improving dance teaching practice, increasing teacher confidence and building cultures of 
dance for more than 14 years. They allow us to meet our mission of bringing all children to dance by 
supporting those who teach.”  
 
Carrie Anderson, second grade classroom teacher at New Highland Academy and Summer Institute 
alumni states, “Summer Institute has deepened my understanding of Dance Education and given me 
more tools to work with when creating arts integrated lessons with dance. It has also increased my 
understanding of the importance of stand-alone dance classes within schools.” 
 
Art Works grants support the creation of art that meets the highest standards of excellence, public 
engagement with diverse and excellent art, lifelong learning in the arts, and enhancement of the 
livability of communities through the arts. The NEA received 1,515 eligible applications under the Art 
Works category, requesting more than $76 million in funding. Of those applications, 886 are 
recommended for grants for a total of $25.8 million.  

For a complete listing of projects recommended for Art Works grant support, please visit the NEA 
website at arts.gov. 
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ABOUT LUNA DANCE INSTITUTE 

Luna Dance Institute (LDI) is the most comprehensive dance education organization on the west 

coast. We serve children, families, dance artists, educators, schools and organizations through a 

variety of programs aimed at increasing access to dance for everyone. Last year we brought dance to 

over 20,000 children and 300 artists, teachers, and social- service providers.  Our rigorous approach 

emphasizes creativity, collaboration, and composition. LDI’s programs include Professional Learning, 

providing education and support to all who teach dance; Studio Laboratory, the Bay Area’s only 

choreography-based program for children and teens; School and Community Alliances (SCA), 

supporting schools in our community to build standards-based dance programs; Moving Parents and 

Children Together (MPACT), providing parent-child dance classes to families in the child welfare 

system.  As an established Institution with a national reputation for expertise and training in dance 

education—Luna’s Building Cultures of Dance initiative offers program planning, implementation, 

consultation and evaluation to schools, districts, and arts organizations throughout the country. For 

more information visit: lunadanceinstitute.org  

 


